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Racism USA, 1994 
For Whom the Bell Curve Tolls 

TI. e ties that bind today's "polite" 
theorists of innate black racial 
inferiority, such as the authors 

· of The Bell Curoe, to the supporters of 
California's viciously nativistic Prop 
187 are the same that 1in1red the polite 
eugenicists of an earlier era to the ex
ecutives of applied eugenics who 
loaded the trains to Auschwitz. 

Today, The Bell Curoe' s surviving 
author, Charles Murray, is sponsored 
by the American Enterprise Institute, 
an establishment in Washington 
staked by right-wing businesses and 
treated with great respect in the press. 
(The Brookings Institute also consid
ered sponsoring Murray's IQ work, but 
fearing the project might be controver
sial, and being a liberal organization, 
offered an office but not a staff position 
- as nice an exhibition of the liberal 
btµ"eaucratic conscience as one might 
hope to meet). Yesterday, Harry Laugh
lin-the most virulent eugenicist of the 
American century who vigorously lob
bied the U.S. government against the 
admittance of Jewish refugees in the 
1930s-was sponsored by the Carnegie 
Endowment, another think-tank 
staked by business and treated with 
great respect in the press. 

Murray, Richard Herrnstein and 
the immigrant-haters behind Prop 187 
all drink from the same polluted well, 
which has watered racial hygienists and 
cleansers back to the founder of the 
pseudo-science of eugenics, Darwin's 
half-cousin Francis Galton; and to im
portant begetters of the sister pseudo
science of IQ testing, Henry Goddard 
and Lewis Terman. 

Open up The Bell Curoe and glance 
at the introduction, where the authors 
pay tribute to their intellectual ances
tors. There on the opening page is Gal
ton, cited in blandly respectful terms. 
Galton's scientific procedures are well 
exhibited in his observation in his 1873 
essay, Hereditary Improvement, that af
ter the famine "the Irish type of face 
seemed to have become more prog
nathous, that is, more J.ike the negro in 
the protrusion of the lower jaw; the 
interpretation of which was that the 
men who survived the starvation and 
other deadly accidents of that horrible 
time were more generally of a low or 
coarse organization." 

Today, Murray argues that the wel
fare state should be dismantled be
cause expenditures on improvements 
in the condition of the poor are wasted 
since the poor are congenitally imper
vious to such efforts. Twinned to this 
view is the "genetic enslavement" the
ory immortalized in 1969 by Arthur 
Jensen -respectfully treated in The 
Bell Curoe-with the words: "Is there a 
danger that current welfare policies 
unaided by eugenic foresight, could 
lead to the genetic enslavement of a 
substantial segment of our popula
tion?" 

Galton denounced England's nine
teenth-century public health move- · 
ment on the grounds that such efforts 
were wasted on the genetic submensch, 
declaring sadly that he "had not yet 
succeeded to my satisfaction to make 
an approximate estimate of the worth 
of a child according to the class he is 
destined to occupy as an adult." Most 
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children were worth nothing, for "the 
average citizen is too base for the every
day work of modern civilization." Such 
types should maintain the celibate 
state since their procreation of chil
dren "inferior in moral, intellectual 
and physical qualities" rendered them 
fit to be considered "enemies to the 
State, and to have forfeited all claims 
to kindness." 

Next up for kindly citation in 
Hermstein and Murray's introduction 
is Galton 's assistant Karl Pearson, who 
liked to measure the heads of Jewish 
children to prove their innate inferior
ity ("the defect of brachycephaly in our 
alien Jewish boys seems noteworthy"). 
Pearson arrived at such conclusions 
with the help of the "correlation coeffi
cient" for which Herrnstein and Mur

. ray honor him . 
Also given most honorable mention 

by Herrnstein and Murray are Henry 
Goddard and Lewis Terman. The Bell 
Curoe's authors strenuously defend 
Goddard from the charge that at Ellis 
Island he used his modified Binet IQ 
tests to show that Jews were "feeble-
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minded," saying piously that Goddard 
"explicitly preselected his sample for 
any evidence of low intelligence and 
did not try to draw any conclusions 
about the general distribution of intel
ligence in immigrant groups." 

This is as dishonest a proclamation 
as any in The Bell Curoe, and in fact is 
adapted from Goddard's own state
ment, in his infamous 1917 article in 
The Journal of Delinquency, that "the 
study makes no determination of the 
actual percentage, even of these groups 
who are feeble-minded ." The truth is 
that Goddard used his IQ tests at Ellis 
Island to "prove" what he, like Galton, 

The pseudosciences 
began to cash out as 
genocide when IQ testing 
met up with the Race 
Exclusion Act 

already believed, that Jews, Catholics 
and other southern Europeans were 
inferior races. He strove to convince 
Americans that 83 percent of Jews were 
feeble-minded, sharing this trait with 
80 percent of all Hungarians, 79 per
cent of all Italians and 87 percent of all 
Russians. In that same article God
dard explicitly drew conclusions about 
the distribution of intelligence in racial 
groups. For example, the 83 percent 
figure among Jews consisted of a total 
of 76 percent "moron" and 7 percent 
"imbecile." 

Goddard's work at Ellis Island 
helped lead to the 1924 Immigration 
Restriction Act, as did the work of Carl 
C. Brigham, particularly the latter's 
Study of American Intelligence. 
Herrnstein and Murray claim that nei
ther Brigham's work nor IQ tests 
played a role in the Congressional 
hearings paving the way for the bill, 
even though the book was one of the 
key documents used by Laughlin, who 
worked as a special agent for the Immi
gration Committee. 

Herrnstein and Murray fondly de
fend Tennan's amendment of the IQ 
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tests of Binet -who himself had strong 
doubts of their reliability - thus pro
ducing the Revised Stanford-Binet IQ 
Test. He quickly used his work to rate 
the IQs of famous dead people, includ 
ing Oliver Cromwell and Rembrandt 
(110-120), Tennyson and Pope {150-
170), and, of course, Galton ("unques
tionably in the neighborhood of 200'). 

This is no byway of crackpot history. 
Herrnstein and Murray are zealous to 
protect IQ testing, and Goddard and 
Brigham, from connection to the Race 
Exclusion Act because it is precisely 
here that the pseudosciences began to 
cash out as genocide. Hitler and his 
fellow Nazis took the Act - and the 
pseudosciences behind it - as models 
for their own efforts in applied eugenics. 

Herrnstein and Murray remark that 
the 1924 Act "tipped the flow of immi
grants toward the western and north
ern Europeans." This is a typically 
disingenuous euphemism: between 
1900 and 1924 the average annual ar
rival of immigrants from countries pro
scribed by the bill was 434,810, a figure 
which dropped to an annual average of 
24,430 in the 15-year period after the 
Act passed. Many of those excluded as 
"dysgenic" were murdered by the Na
zis, who applied with gusto the theories 
developed by their American tutors. 

Herrnstein and Murray, lauded 
even by their press critics as scrupulous 
and fearless in their scholarship, trace 
their own intellectual heritage back to 
those instructors of the Nazis, and the 
Nazis in turn inspire today's nativists 
promoting California's Prop 187, de
signed to terrorize undocumented 
workers and deny them and their chil
dren such protections as the U.S. Con
stitution may offer. Once again the ties 
are not hard to disentangle. Prominent 
in support for 187 are people associ~ 
ated with the Pioneer Fund, whose first 
president was the eugenicist Harry 
Laughlin and whose founder, Nazi ad
mirer Wickliffe Draper, wanted to 
clean up America's gene pool and pro
mote the breeding of white strains from 
settlers in the original thirteen colo
nies . Many researchers who have bene-

continued on p. 4 
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Frauds At the Heart 
of the Bell Curve 

Af
er enduring weeks of solemn 
agiography on the topic of 
errnstein and Murray's scien

tific integrity in fearlessly confronting 
unpalatable truths about race and in
telligence, CounterPunch enlisted the 
help of a first-rank statistician, Pierre 
Sprey, in reviewing the statistical as
sumptions and diagrams th~t crowd 
the 845 pages of The Bell Curve. 

Very 
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Sprey has spent over 35 years work
ing with real world data in fields as 
various as the environment, military 
aircraft testing, infantry combat effec
tiveness, genetics and behavioral psy
chology. His analysis shows that the 
intellectual procedures of what prom
ises to be the least-read best-seller since 
The Satanic Verses are marked by s& 
mantic evasiveness and willful mutila
tion of data. Unsustainable 
conclusions flow inevitably from a 
hopelessly corrupt, though academi
cally fashionable, methodology. 

The bell curve - that is, normal 
probability distribution curve - was 
derived independently in the mid-19th 
century by two famous mathemati
cians, Gauss and Laplace. The curve 
{see above) purportedly describes a 
way in which data or measured char
acteristics scatter. It is a mathematical 
construct that is very useful in the aca
demic world, and indeed is universally 
taught in college statistics, particularly 
statistics for the soft sciences. 

There is one fundamental problem 

with the bell curve. No natural set of 
data, whether to do with physical, so
ciological or economic measurement, 
was ever distributed along such a 
curve. It is purely a mathematical fig
ment permitting elegant calculations 
with no purchase on reality. Back in the 
1920's one leading statistician offered 
a prize to anyone coming forward with 
a set of data points of real measur& 

ment of the physical 
universe or of human 
attributes that could 
actually be demon
strated to follow the 
bell curve. The r& 
ward, rising over the 
years to some 
$200,000, has never 
been claimed. 

130 140 1so Nearly all the con-
clusions in 

Herrnstein's and Murray's polemical 
tract are based on the bell curve, and 
on correlation and regression analysis 
- supposedly scientific ways of uncov
ering relationships between multiple 
variables - which derive from the bell 
curve, and which duly exacerbate the 
follies of assuming a bell curve in the 
first place. 

A far less misleading way of present
ing data is to put the real data points 
on a scatter diagram, which simply 
plots actual data values on a two-axis 
graph, with one point representing 
each pair of measured values. With 
suicidal alacrity, Herrnstein and Mur
ray on page 68 of their book offer read
ers the only scatter diagram in their 
entire hook, which is reproduced here. 
They urge their readers to "keep [it] in 
mind, for it is what a highly significant 
correlation in the social sciences looks 
lilre." 

With data from a randomly selected 
1 per cent of a nationally repr& 
sentative sample (in fact doctored to 

conceal embarrassingly large scatter) 

COUNTERPUNCH 

and using two axes of income and edu
cation, the authors offer a straight line 
purportedly showing expected change 
in income for each increment in years 
of education . They claim the correla
tion is "a statistically significant .33," 
and the expected value of an addi
tional year of education is an addi
tional $2,800 in family income, a: 
major substantive increase. 

As if uneasily aware that the scatter 
chart shows nothing of the sort, the 
authors warn readers about how "nu
merous are the exceptions," adding 
that the same is true of virtually every 
topic in the book. Furthermore, "a plot 
of the raw data would reveal as many 
or more exceptions to the general sta
tistical relationship." 

Now the stt:aight line rising diago
nally across the chart and supposedly 
showing the "statistically significant 
.33 relationship" (by ordinary statisti
cal standards a very low correlation 
coefficient) should be dependent on at 
least two stringent assumptions: the 
scatter of the data must follow a bell 
shaped curve, an<;l there has to be an 
underlying linear relation~hip b& 
tween the two variables, income and 
education. 

But there is no bell curve. Merely 
look at the chart. 
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A bell curve says data scatter in such 
a way that the most frequent occur
rences are in the middle, where the bell 
curve peaks. As you move upward or 
downward from the mean in the mid
dle, the frequency of occurrence is sup
posed to diminish symmetrically, 
exactly as the curve describes. 
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But, in looking at the line up from 
the 12-year mark-those who have had 
exactly 12 years of education, high school 

. graduates - one sees immediately that 
the data do not scatter around the mid
dle of the income spread, at roughly 
$40,000. In a bell curve, half the occur
ren~es would be above and half below. 
Bu there most points scatter toward the 
bottom . A curve that truly describes 
how income scatters is, as one might 
expect, highly skewed toward the low 
side. Most of the people are making 
poor wages, and a small and decreas
ing number making high wages. A bell 
curve could not possibly describe what 
is happening in the chart . 

As Sprey invited us to do, erase 
Herrnstein's and Murray's bogus cor
relation analysis as represented by the 
diagonal line. L::iok at the scatter plot 
from the point of ordinary common 
sense. Of the three individuals who 
dropped out before eight years of edu
cation, one made a lot of money and 
the other two not much, around 
$15,000 per year. Now look at people 
who continued in school for an: addi
tional two or three years. They do worse. 

Those continuing on to college for a 
few years actually appear to £are more 
poorly than those whose education 
ends with high school. At least at the 
high end theydon'tmakeasmuch, and 
the average income is perhaps only a 
little higher. Fifteen years of education 
is particularly bad at the low-income 
end, with a bunch of people making 
less than $10,000. Then, at 16 years, 
graduation from college gives an up
ward push . 

So the real curve is strikingly differ
ent from Herrnstein's and Murray's 
smooth and straight ascender of 
$2,800 for each additional year of edu
cation. The real data suggest instead of 
a straight line, a curve starting around 
$25,000, then dropping to $5,000 for 
those with nine or ten years of educa
tion, then bending slightly up again for 
high school, with hardly any increase 
as you go from 12 to 13 years. College 
dropouts seem to do worse than those 
who opt out after high school. The in-

come spreads for high school gradu
ates is at least as large at the upper end 
as for those with masters degrees. 

Herrnstein and Murray make the 
same totally invalid assumptions 
throughout their book. "They do this 
hundreds of times," says Sprey. "Their 
whole book is based on arbitrary 
straight lines in the £ace of clearly 
curved data, piss-poor and invalid corre
lations, and bell curves that don't exist ." 

Alongside the statistical chaos, 
Herrnstein and Murray consistently 
and deliberately shade IQ into "intelli
gence," smartness or what they call 

The Bell Curve's unsus
tainable conclusions flow 
inevitably from a hopelessly 
corrupt methodology. 

"cognitive ability." But what IQ meas
ures is the ability of people to take IQ 
tests. High IQ means the ability to do 
well on IQ tests. 

So in pursuit of what they term the 
emergence of a "cognitive elite," 
Herrnstein and Murray conclude that 
colleges are admitting smarter people. 
It can be argued with far greater per
suasiveness that college administra
tions are becoming stupider, taking the 
easy road of picking people with high 
IQ instead of pursuing the much 
harder task of picking people withs~ 
stantive and creative intelligence - a 
task which unfortunately requires ex
traordinarily intelligent people to do 
the selecting. Certain professions have · 
been entirely taken over by the IQ and 
SAT test standard , and these test meas
ures are rife throughout the corporate 
world. 

Statistically fraudulent, The Bell 
Curoe is in fact a paean to the mighty 
pseudosciences of IQ and SAT testing, 
and the grossly misleading notion that 
a college education makes people more 
productive. It is also a paean to that 
other pseudoscience, stretching back 
to Galton, of eugenics, and the alarum 
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that the nation's productive gene pool 
is under constant threat of contamina
tion from the lumpen sewage, most par
ticularly black people . 

CounterPunch hereby offers Mur
ray a $200 reward if he can prove, using 
statistically valid tests, that any set of 
IQ or socio-economic data in his book 
actually follows the bell curve. • 

Racism 1994, continued from p 2 . 

fitted from Pioneer largesse are cited 
approvingly by Herrnstein and Murray 
(see ac.companying story). 

These spasms ·of racist IQ theory 
and accelerated persecution of the 
poor and minorities frequently coin
cide with economic and social up
heaval. The Supreme Court's 1954 
decision in Brown v. Board of Educa
tion provoked a wave of race inferiority 
work designed to demonstrate that 
there was no point in trying to educate 
the negro. The IQ racists of later years 
have wanted to justify the accelerating 
splits in American income between an 
elite and the broad and undeserving 
mass. 

There is no "respectable" sector, to 
be distinguished from disreputable 
cousins . When Teddy Roosevelt wrote 
to the Eugenics Section of the Ameri

. can Breeders Association in 1913 - "if 
in the future racial qualities are to be 
improved, the improving must be 
wrought mainly by favoring the fecun
dity of the worthy types and frowning 
on the fecundity of the unworthy types" 
- he was down in the gutter, along with 
the whole crew, from Calton through to 
Murray, by way of Laughlin, Goddard 
and indeed the notorious Konrad Lo
renz, who spelled out the Nazi program 
in a German periodical, Journal, of Ap
pliR.d. Psychology and Characterology. 
"Just as in cancer, the best treatment is 
to eradicate the parasitic growth as 
quicldy as possible. The eugenic de
fense against the dysgenic social effects 
of afflicted subpopulations is of nec.es
sity limited to equally drastic meas
ures." • 
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Bell Curve Politics 
The Pioneer Fund and Proposition 187 

T
he clamor over The Bell Curve 
receives political expression in 
California's Proposition 187, 

which would deny undocumented 
workers and their children from receiv
ing public health care or education 
services, and compel state employees to 
report them to the INS. The Golden 
State has an especially poisonous na
tivistic tradition. For much of this cen
tury, California barred Japanese from 
holding property. During the 1930s 
California and several neighboring 
states forcibly deported nearly half a 
million Mexican immigrants, some le
gal residents. 

One organization with a keen inter
est in 187, though keeping a low profile 
for political reasons, is the rabidly anti 
immigrant Federation · for American 
Immigration Reform (FAIB.). One of 
FAIB.'s top lobbyists, former INS com
missioner Alan Nelson, helped draft 
the initiative in 1993. During that year 
Nelson was paid $70,000 from FAIR, 
his sole client. 

FAIR was founded in the late 1970s 
by the notorious John Tanton, also the 
founder of U.S. Eog]isb, an English
only lobbying outfit. In 1984 Tanton, 
who still sits on FAIB.'s board, drafted 
a revealing memo to members of a coa
lition of anti-immigrant forces. He 
wrote: "Can homo contraceptivus com
pete with homo progenitiva if borders 
aren't controlled? Or is advice to limit 
ones family simply advice to move over 
and let someone else with greater re
productive powers occupy the 
space? ... Perhaps this is the first in
stance in which those with their pants 
up are going to get caught by those with 
their pants down!" 

Another FAIR board member is 
Garrett Hardin, a University of Califor
nia at Santa Barbara professor. He ar
gues that "spectacular results could be 

obtained by preventing the breeding of 
numerous members of the subnormal 
classes." 

CounterPunch reviewed IRS re
ports and found that FAIR has received 
substantial funding - $1,080,000 be
tween 1982 and 1992-from the white 
supremacists at the New York-based 
Pioneer Fund. That makes FAIR the 
second largest of Pioneer's 22 grant 
recipients. 

The original aim of Pioneer, estal> 
lished in 1937 by textile magnate and 
Nazi admirer Wickliffe Draper, was to 
promote the breeding of "white per
sons who settled in the original thirteen 
colonies prior to the adoption of the 
Constitution and/or from related 
stock." 

Its first president was Harry Laugh
lin, who in the 1930s lobbied to prevent 
Jews fleeing Germany from entering 
the United States. Laughlin, who 
called Nazi sterilization laws "a most 
exciting experiment," was honored 
with an honorary degree from the Uni
versity of Heidelberg in 1936. 

Pioneer has funded a number of 
right-wing academics who promote 
black inferiority. Murray does not ap
pear to be directly linked to the Fund 
but virtually all of Pioneer 's leading 
grant recipients are cited reverentially 
in The Bell Curoe. Among the most 
abhorrent beneficiaries of Pioneer 
largesse are: 

• J. Philippe Rushton ($656,672 
between 1982 and 1992), University of 
Western Ontario. Rushton, whose work 
received a rave notice in the Sept. 12 
Nati.onal Review, once revealed his in
tellectual talents on "Geraldo." 

He links cranium and gonad size 
with IQ, levels of aggression and altru
ism. Rushton also posits that Africa, 
with its warm but unpredictable cli
mate, led its inhabitants to reproduce 
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in mighty proportions . The European 
cold, on the other hand, encouraged, 
less frenzied procreation but a more 
careful nurturing of children . 

One of Rushton's obsessions is 
penile throw weight. According to a re
cent story in Rolling Stone, he used 
Pioneer money to conduct a survey at 
a shopping mall in which participants · 
- one-third white, one-third Asian, one
third black-were asked about the size 
of their penis and their maximum dis
tance of ejaculation. "There is a black
white difference in testosterone levels," 
he once remarked. 

Murray and Herrnstein defend 
Rushton, saying his work is "not that of 
a crackpot or a bigot," and that "he 
paints with a broad brush." In justify
ing its ties to Pioneer, FAIR says the 
organization's funding recipients, in
cluding Rushton, are "reputable, dis
tinguished scientists." 

(On Oct. 16 Malcolm Browne of The 
New York Times reviewed a book by 
Rushton along with The Bell Curoe. He 
wrote that the authors of these splen
did works were "recognized by col
leagues as serious scholars." A writer in 
The Toronto Star remarked that 
Browne must have been referring to 
"Professor Beavis and Professor But
thead. ") 

• Richard Lynn ($388,187) of the 
University of Ulster. Lynn is an honor
ary associate editor of Mankind Quar
terly, a magazine dedicated to "race 
science" and which has links to former 
Nazi geneticists . One past editorial ad
visor was Otmar, Baron Von Verschuer, 
a former teacher of Joseph Meogele 
and the man who recommended the 
"Angel of Death" for his post as Ausch
witz camp doctor. 

In an Oct. 24 article in The Times ( of 
London) , Lynn defended The Bell 
Curoe. "The bottom line is that the 
underclass has an intelligence deficit," 
he charged, adding that "with an aver
age IQ of 77, the chronic unemployed 
are not much above the level of mental 
retardation." The one thing the under
class is good at, according to Lynn, "is 
producing children ." The se mutant 
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offspring "tend to inherit their parents' 
poor intelligence and adopt their socio
pathic lifestyle." 

A man of broad interests, Lynn in 
1993 took time off to testify in court in 
favor of smacking children. Murray 
and Herrnstein describe him respect
fully as "a leading scholar of racial and . 
ethnic difference." 

• Michael Levin ($124,500), a phi
losophy professor at the City University 
of New York who says, "Blacks are less 
intelligent. That's why they don't get 
ahead." Like Murray, he calls for an 
immediate end to welfare, saying such 
a step would have "a very excellent 
demographic effect." 

• Arthur Jensen ($108,994), Univer
sity of California at Berkeley, who ar
gues that blacks suffer irreversible 
genetic deficiencies which make social 
spending a waste of money. 

• William Shockley(over $100,000 
during an earlier period), who pro
posed that blacks be compensated in 
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exchange for undergoing sterilization. 
He once said that under the Nazis 
"there was some significant amount of 
elimination of genetic diseases," and 
that "just as the autobahns were a good 
thing, maybe there were some other 
good things about Hitler." In addition 
to FAIR, Pioneer has generously en-

Pioneer's original aim 
was to promote the 
breeding of "white 
persons who settled 
in the original 
thirteen colonies" 

NOVEMBER 1, 1994 

The AICF ($153,000), based in Vir
ginia, calls immigration a "national 
security threat," and demands that the 
armed forces patrol U.S. borders . Its 
president, John Vinson, says that U.S. 
cities "are ceasing to be American in 
anything but name. Citizens there feel 
like strangers in their own country." 

Literature distributed by the AICF a 
few years ago, signed by Vinson's pr~ 
deressor, Susan Stacy, said: "My forefa
thers and yours entered America legally. 
They understood through hard work, . 
obeying the law and contributing to the 
nation's good, they would EARN the 
right of citizenship in this great land of 
opportunity. But what we're dealing 
with today is quite different. Statistics 
show our borders have become a flood-
gate for millions who see America as 
nothing more than a vast weHare state." 

dowed two other groups involved in The Foundation has also distributed 
immigrant bashing, the American Im- the works of FAIR's founder, Tanton. 
migration Control Foundation (AICF) CounterPunch called the AICF, 
and the Coalition for Freedom. The seeking information on 187. Vmson, 
latter ($195,000) raised $700,000 for who claims to represent an organiza-
Oliver North's defense fund and until tion of 100,000, answered the phone. 
recently served as a front for Sen. Jesse His organization, he said, is distribut-
Helms of North Carolina . Helms broke ing literature in favor of 187 and is 
with the group after the IRS stripped it promoting the measure in its newslet-
of tax-exempt status for illegally engag- ter. Vinson also says he is in regular 
ing in political activities and for funnel- contact with pro-Proposition forces. 
ling money and business to right-wing Murray insists he is a disinterested 
activists. intellectual without a political agenda, 

An outfit generously showered with but publication of his book must surely 
Coalition dollars was the Raleigh, be pleasing to the fanatics behind Prop 
North Carolina-based firm of Jefferson 187 (Murray himself espouses nativis-
Marketing Inc. (JMI), one of whose own- tic views, fearing that immigrants with 
ers, Thomas Ellis, is a former Pioneer "low cognitive ability" will water down 
Fund director . Investigators found that the nation's genetic pool). Indeed, the 
the company received money for pro- ugly coalition backing Prop 187 repr~ 
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In the early 1980s Ronald Reagan 
nominated Ellis to the Board for Inter
national Broadcasting, which oversees 
Radio Free Europe. His name was 
withdrawn when it was learned that 
Ellis owned extensive property in 
South Africa, a country he had visited 
at the expense of the former apartheid 
government. 
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