IN 2012 DAN (BELOW WITH THE
CELL PHONE) BELIEVED THAT HE
HAD PAID OFF THE DELINQUENT
PROPERTY TAX BALANCE ON
HIS HOME IN THE NORTHEAST
DETROIT NEIGHBORHOOD
OF MARTIN PARK. LNBEKNOWNST
TO HIM THE PAYMENT WAS NEVER
APPLIED AND THE PROPERTY HAD
ALREADY BEEN FORECLOSED AND
TRANSFERRED TO THE DETROIT
LAND BANK.
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NO!! DANNY THESE TWO

WELL I'M ON MY
WAY NOW. STOP'EM
MAURICE.

THEY ALREADY
IN I CAN'T STOP'EM.

YEAH MAURICE. WHAT'S
UP? EVERYTHING OK?

WHITE GUYS IN A VAN ARE SAYING
YOUR HOUSE IS ON THE DEMOLITION
LIST AND THEY HAVE TO GO IN.

DAN: WHEN T GOT THAT CALL FROM MAURICE
I WAS 30-MINUTES AWAY AT MY DAUGHTER-IN-LAWS
WATCHING THE GRAND KIDS. T JUMPED IN THE CAR
AND DROVE THERE RIGHT AWAY.
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Written by Jeffrey Wilso/
INlustrated by Armin Ozdic

_| BY THE TIME I GOT THERE THE TRUCK WAS

ALREADY PULLING OFF. SO I DIDN'T SEE
THEM COMING OUT OF THE HOUSE BUT
I CUT THEM OFF ON MIDLAND STREET.




pID YOU TWO
GUYs JUusT COMe
OuT THAT HOUSE

15745 QUINCY?

REALLY?!
UMM..WELL, WELL
ALL RIGHT THEN.

NAH MAN,
WE DIDN'T COMe
OouT OF THAT

HOUSE.




| WHEN I GOTTO
1 THE HOUSE AFTER
THAT IT LOOKED LIKE
THEY TOOK A
CROWBAR TO THE
DOOR AND CAME
IN, MAN.

WE WENT IN AND CLOTHES WERE
{ ALL ON THE FLOOR AND EVERYTHING |ESSiesEs
il TORE LIP. MY BLINDS WERE UP, WINDOW [
il WAS BROKEN, THEY KNOCKED STUFF
ALL AROUND.
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THEY TOOK $250 DOLLARS
T HAD HIDDEN.

EVEN MY PRESCRIPTIONS
MEDICINE WAS GONE.
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MY NEIGHBOR RODE AROUND, WE HAD

TO GET SOME WOOD TO BOARD THE HOUSE
BACK UP. IT WAS LIKE ALMOST THE END OF
THE MONTH AND MY MONEY WAS FUNNY.
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I WAS JUST REALLY UPSET AFTER
THAT CAUSE MY MOTHER BOUGHT
THAT HOUSE IN 1961. MY BROTHER
AND SISTERS, EVERYBODY LIVED

THERE. MOST OF MY COUSINS CAME

AND LIVED THERE. MY MOTHER
RAISED A LOT OF KIDS. \

SHE WAS AN AVID DETROIT TIGERS
FAN, LOVED THE TIGERS.
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SOME OF MY BEST MEMORIES IS
WHEN T WAS YOUNGER. MY BROTHER

AND SISTERS, WE ALL USE TO GATHER
AROUND EAT DINNER EVERY SUNDAY.

EVERY SATURDAY-WE WOULD GO TO
CHURCH AND VISIT OUR RELATIVE,
YOU KNOW GREAT MEMORIES IN
THAT HOUSE-GREAT MEMORIES.

WE ALL USE TO GET TOGETHER AND
WATCH THE BALL GAME AT NIGHT.
LOT OF GREAT MEMORIES

IN THAT HOUSE.

LET ME ASK YOU DANNY-WHAT
DID YOU DO AFTER YOU FOUND

THE HOUSE TORE UP?

I WAS JUsT SO
FRUSTRATED. T ALMOST
JUST WALKED AWAY FROM

THE HOUSE.
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BUT I DIDN'T.
I ENDED UP DECIDING
TO FIGHT. T GOT TO
CALLING THE CITY T THINK
THAT FOLLOWING MONDAY
TO FIGURE OUT WHAT
HAPPENED.

OH THAT'S
SOMEBODY FROM
HOME DEPOT BUYING
A UNIFORM AND LOOKING
LIKE THEY WORKING.
SOUNDS LIKE You
GOT ROBBED.
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NO, YOUR HOUSE IS NOT
ON THE DEMOLITION LIST. WE
CAME OUT TO YOUR HOUSE
TWO YEARS AGO.

YOUR HOUSE
WAS SECURE AND

IT AND YOUR HOUSE
_ N\ |5 BEING KEPT UP.

CITY OFFICIAL

EVERYTHING, YOU PAINTED

2 LOOK MAN SOMEBODY WENT N
B IN MY HOUSE. T SEEN THESE TWO
. WHITE GUYS WITH A TRUCK
PULLING AWAY.

15745 QUINCY?
THERE'S NOTHING

ADDRESS.

WRONG WITH THAT s

CUSHINGBERRY'S SECRETARY |/

L L AV

RICO RAZO, CUSHINGBERRY,
CITY OFFICALS NOBODY COULD
GIVE ME NO HELP UNTIL T SAT DOWN
AND SENT A LETTER TO DEBBIE
STABENOW, THE ATTORNEY

GENERAL AND THE FBI.

STABENOW'S OFFICE.
NOT GONNA DO ANYTHING TO
YOUR HOUSE. T JUST WANT

DANIEL, T GOT THE
LETTER FROM DEBBIE
I'M

TO KNOW DO You
LIVE THERE?

CRAIG FAHLE

T HAVE
EVERYTHING IN
MY HOUSE, MAN.
YES!




WHAT HAPPENS
AFTER THAT?

I WAS OUT THERE
WATCHING THE GRAND
KIDS AGAIN AND MALIRICE,
HE CALLED ME.

DANNY
THIS DUMPSTER
OUT IN FRONT
YOUR HOUSE.

I KNOW IT's NOT
MINE. WE GONNA FIX
THE WINDOWS START'N
NEXT WEEK MO-

WE WAS GETTING READY
TO GET ALL THE WINDOWS

I'VE GOT A
NUMBER OFF THE
DUMPSTER. DANNY,
PLEASE CALL!!

CALLED TO SEE WHAT WAS

THE CITY OF DETROIT
ORDERED IT IN FRONT
OF MY HOUSE.

S0 AGAN 1

OK. OK.
T'LL CALL.
THANKS
MAURICE

CALLED CRAIG FAHLE
AT THE LAND BANK, BUT
GOT HIS SECRETARY.

BACK IN AFTER THEY DID WHAT
THEY DID, YOU KNOW. SO I

GOING ON AND THEY TOLD ME

7

OF MY HOUsE."

GOT IT TAPED.

|| T SAID, "Ms. YOU HAVE TO GET&

THIS DUMPSTER FROM IN FRONT

"MR. DAN I'M GONNA CALL CRAIG
FAHLE RIGHT NOW."” SHE END UP
CALLING ME BACK A COUPLE DAYS
LATER AND LEFT A MESSAGE I'VE

SHE SAID WELL

HERE LISTEN...

MR. MURRAY,

I TALKED TO CRAIG FAHLE
AND HE SAID THAT YOU HAVE
TO BE AT HOME AND WE GONNA
SEND THE INSPECTORS OUT
TO SHOW THAT You
LIVE THERE.
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I GOT THAT
MESSAGE AND A
FEW DAYS LATER

THEY WENT IN AND
FINISHED DESTROYING
THE WHOLE HOUSE.




MO CALLED ME AGAIN WHEN THEY WERE DOING IT. HE SAID, "THEY IN THERE.”
THAT'S WHEN THEY TOOK EVERYTHING OUT AND DESTROYED EVERYTHING.
SENT EVERYTHING INTO THE DUMPSTER. STUFF I WILL NEVER...PICTURES AND
CLOTHES. T DON'T EVEN HAVE A WINTER COAT, MAN. WINTER BOOTS, NOTHING.
I GOTTA REPLACE ALL THAT.
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BUT THE THING IS YOU
CAN'T REPLACE NO
PICTURES, MAN. PICTURES
WHEN T WAS LITTLE AND
MY MOTHER AND NIECES
AND NEPHEWS WHEN THEY
WAS LITTLE. MY MOTHER'S
PICTURES. HER OBITUARY.
THEY TOOK EVERYTHING.

11 — I
IT' ALL GONE, MAN. T MEAN EVERYTHING!




I GOT THERE THE NEXT DAY
EVERYTHING WAS GONE-
THE DUMPSTER, THE HOUSE

WAS TAKEN OUT, EVERYTHING
WAS TAKEN, THE FURNACE
WAS GONE, THE WATER TANK,
ALL THE COOPER PIPES—IT
WAS ALL GONE.

|| WAS WIDE OPEN, THE WINDOWS |,

THEY STRIPPED IT
RIGHT DOWN TO
THE STUDS.
UNBELIEVABLE MAN.
JUST UNBELIEVABLE [—
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ONLY THING 1S
WHEN T WALKED UP THEY
PUT UP A SIGN THAT SAID
"DEMOLITION” BUT IT
SAID 15743...

IT WAS EVEN
SPRAY PAINTED ON
THE GROUND.
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BUT THE THING 1S MAN MY ADDRESS
1S 15745 SAYS SO RIGHT ON MY
DRIVES LICENSE.

X
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CITY OF DETROIT AND TS AGENCIES
WILL DEMOLISH

SREACE

CALL
844 DET DEMO *g
(844-338 3346) -

| BEEN THE SAME ALL MY LIFE. |/




STAY ON THE HOUSE TO STOP THE DEMOLITION.

ANYWAY, MATT CLARK MY ATTORNEY WANTED TO GET A |:

_| BUT I DIDN'T REALLY WANNA GO THROUGH TRYING TO FIX
IT UP NO MORE. I SAID FORGET IT. I'M A ON A FIXED
INCOME. AFTER IT WAS STRIPPED THERE'S JUST NO WAY

MAN. HOW T'M GONNA PAY TO REPLACE ALL THAT STUFF?

AFTER THEY DEMOED THE HOUSE THE DETROIT
POLICE CAME OUT AND ASKED MY NEIGHBOR
IF ANYBODY USE TO STAY IN THE HOUSE?

THEY SAID,
"YEAH SOMEBODY STAYED IN

/ THERE BEFORE." —
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DAN'S HOME WAS RAZED BY THE DETROIT LAND BANK FOR A COST OF $22,000.
HE NOow HAS A LAW sUIT AG|N5T THE CITY OF DETROIT.
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